








Opportunities and Challenges

Opportunities and
Challenges

Benefits of Environmental Approach

• Once a policy is in place, and being used, it’s
there for every person in that environment

• Less stigma, more common ownership
• Reductions in problem levels allow community

system to move away from criminalizing use
and toward enhancing quality of life
– e.g. Patrol officers move from arrest mode

into compliance/community policing mode

Challenges of Environmental Approach

• Skill Set
– Organizing, media, policy skills aren’t

inherent
– Some of us avoid controversy

• Long Haul
– Policy change sometimes happens

overnight —but mostly not!



Opportunities and Challenges

Three Discussion Questions

 Who has already initiated implementing
Environmental Strategies—Describe the
Work?

 What Barriers or Challenges Exist in Your
Community Regarding Implementing
This Approach?

 Why Bother?
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